Council for Legal Education

Practice, duties, functions and ethics of a legal practitioner syllabus

1.
What are Legal Ethics?

2.
Licence to Practice

3.
Common Law Ethical Duties of a Legal Practitioner​

‑
Allegiance to the State

‑
Duty to sustain the law

‑
Duty to the Court

‑
Duty to do one's best in the service of one's clients

‑
Acceptance and refusal of work

‑
Taking instructions from and advising a client

‑
Confidentiality

‑
Improper acts of client

‑
Performance of a client's work

‑
Duty to other Legal Practitioners

‑
Conduct outside your professional life

‑
Attitude towards authority

‑
Honesty and fairness

‑
Courtesy

‑
Fulfilment of undertakings

‑
Improper threats

‑
Dealing with a client of another Legal Practitioner

‑
Administering oaths

‑
Relationships with Counsel

4.
Statutory Misconduct;

‑
Touting and advertising

‑
Champerty

‑
Trust Accounts and accounting by Legal Practitioner

‑
Compensation Fund

‑
Fees and costs

‑
Legal Aid and related work

5.
Legal Etiquette

6.
Disciplinary Action

READING LIST

1.
Legal Practitioners Act 15/1981

2.
Law Society of Zimbabwe by Laws

Statutory Instrument 314/1982;

Statutory Instrument 137/1999;

Statutory Instrument 580/1981;

Statutory Instrument 461/1992;

3.
Law Society of Zimbabwe General Tariff of Fees for Legal Practitioners.

4.
The Law Society of Zimbabwe Guide‑lines on Advertising and Marketing

for Legal Practitioners.

5.
Legal Ethics ELA Lewis

6.
International Code of Ethics adopted by the International Bar Association

7.
Randall and Bax; Sampson the South African Attorney's Handbook.

8. 
Legal Ethics (A Handbook for Zimbabwean Lawyers), B.D. Crozier, LRF Publication, 2009
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